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INTRODUCTION 

 

Hello and thank you for reading the first of what will be a monthly newsletter 

published by Refuse To Be Silent. The aim of this newsletter is to provide a succinct 

and brief overview of human rights stories from around the world in the last month. 

The newsletter is divided into different sections representing each region of the world 

which it is hoped will make for an easy and digestible reading experience. For more 

critical and in depth discussion please see the articles posted on the Refuse To Be 

Silent blog (see below). 

 

For more information or comments please use the ‘contact’ section on the Refuse To 

Be Silent blog (www.refusetobesilent.wordpress.com). 
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AFRICA 

 

UGANDA 

 

On May 20 2013, Ugandan police forces conducted a search of the premises of two 

independent newspapers and radio stations, subsequently shutting them down. The 

raid followed publication of an article by independent newspaper the Daily Monitor 

(May 7 2013) which outlined government assassination plots aimed at eliminating 

those opposed to son of current President, Yoweri Museveni, taking power once his 

father steps down in 2016. The buildings of the newspapers and radio stations remain 

closed. 

 

MOZAMBIQUE 

According to a recent report published by Human Rights 

Watch (‘What is a House without Food?’ Mozambique’s 

Coal Mining Boom and Resettlements) many households 

resettled to make way for international coal mining 

operations now face serious disruptions in access to food, 

water and work. In response to these criticisms, the 

mining companies concerned (Vale and Rio Tinto) have 

promised to make improvements in protecting local 

people.  

 

SENEGAL 

Human rights groups including Human Rights Watch condemned the summary 

expulsion of Chadian blogger and journalist Makaila Nguebla by the Sengalese 

government. Nguebla had lived in Senegal for eight years. He was deported to Guinea 

after authorities questioned his blogs and correspondence which were critical of the 

Chadian government (May 7 2013), suspecting him of inciting Chadians to overthrow 

President Idriss Déby Itno. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights Watch 

(www.hrw.org) 
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AMERICAS 

 

EL SALVADOR 

 

Amnesty International (May 17 2013) criticised the decision of the Supreme Court of 

El Salvador to delay a ruling on whether ‘Beatriz’, a young woman who is over five 

months pregnant, will be able to have an abortion without incurring criminal liability. 

The foetus is missing a large part of its brain and skull and is unlikely to survive. 

Under current law, women are forbidden from having an abortion in cases of rape, 

incest or threat to life of the woman. 

 

GUATEMALA 

 

On May 20 2013 the Guatemalan constitutional court overturned a recent conviction 

of former dictator José Efraín Ríos Montt for genocide and crimes against humanity, 

provoking outrage. His previous conviction was the first time a head of state had been 

held responsible for killings in Guatemala. The judgment was overturned due to 

disruptions in the trial taking place on April 19 2013 where Montt had temporarily 

been left without legal representation after his lawyer was expelled from the 

courtroom for alleging judicial bias.  

 

 

ARGENTINA  

May 17 2013 saw the death of former dictator 

Jorge Rafaél Videla. He died of natural causes 

aged 87 whilst serving a life sentence for crimes 

against humanity. In 2010, Videla had been 

found criminally responsible for the torture and 

deaths of 31 prisoners during his time in power 

and imprisoned for life. During his time in 

charge over 30,000 people were tortured and 

killed in a period known as the ‘Dirty War’.  

 

 

USA 

 

Greater pressure was placed on the Obama administration to close Guantanamo Bay 

after it emerged that over 100 detainees at the camp were on hunger strike. At least 30 

of the hunger strikers had been subject to aggressive forced tube feeding which, 

without medical necessity, is unlawful under international human rights law. In a 

speech on May 23 2013, President Obama promised to accelerate the release of 

Guantanamo detainees.  

 

 

 

 

Videla in 1978 (www.guardian.co.uk) 

Photograph: Eduardo Di Baia/AP 
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ASIA 

 

BURMA 

 

On May 26 2013, authorities in the Burmese 

province of Rakhine announced plans to  

impose a two child limit on Rohingya 

Muslims. The restriction does not apply to 

Buddhists in the province and is largely seen 

as another example of ethnic cleansing and 

persecution against the Rohingya Muslims. 

Opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi, criticised the 

restriction as being unlawful and 

discriminatory, violating human rights. 

 

AFGHANISTAN 

 

According to Human Rights Watch, latest figures from the Afghanistan Interior 

Ministry show a sharp increase in the number of Afghan women imprisoned for so 

called ‘moral crimes’. Those imprisoned for such crimes has increased from 

approximately 400 (October 2011) to 600 (May 2013), marking a 50% increase. 

Moral crimes include fleeing home to escape abuse, underage marriage, and forced 

prostitution.  

 

EUROPE/ CENTRAL ASIA 

 

UKRAINE 

 

On April 30 2103, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) ruled that the 

imprisonment of former Ukrainian Prime Minister, Yulia Tymoshenko, was 

‘politically motivated’ and not in accordance with law. Tymoshenko was sentenced to 

seven years’ imprisonment for alleged abuse of office in a gas deal negotiated with 

Russia. Tymoshenko is currently receiving medical treatment in Kharkiv and there are 

no plans for her release. 

 

RUSSIA 

 

Pussy Riot member Maria Alyokhina announced plans to commence a hunger strike 

after having been denied parole at a hearing on May 22 2013 which she was denied 

permission to attend. In protest, Alyokhina also instructed her lawyers to boycott the 

proceedings. Seven days into the hunger strike Alyokhina has since been moved to a 

hospital in the prison colony in the Urals where she is currently imprisoned.  

 

 

 

 

Aung San Suu Kyi 

(www.independent.co.uk) 
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UNITED KINGDOM 

 

In a judgment of the British High Court the UK was ordered to conduct inquiries into 

civilian deaths at the hands of British forces during the Iraq war. It was held that over 

161 civilian deaths should be subject to inquiries modelled upon coroner inquests. 

The inquiries will cover not only the immediate circumstances of the deaths 

concerned but also any relevant surrounding issues. The inquiries are aimed at 

ensuring that the UK meets its obligations under art 2 ECHR (right to life). 

 

MIDDLE EAST/ NORTH AFRICA 

 

SYRIA 

 

The conflict in Syria reached what TIME 

magazine (May 27 2013) described as ‘new 

depths of depravity’ after a video surfaced 

of rebel commander, Khalid al-Hamad, 

desecrating a Syrian soldier’s body, 

proceeding to remove an unspecified organ 

from the dead man’s body and biting into it. 

Speaking to TIME via skype, al-Hamad 

confirmed that he was the man seen in the 

video and argued that his act was a justified 

act of revenge.  

 

SAUDI ARABIA 

 

According to Amnesty International UK (May 21 2013), six people were executed in 

Saudi Arabia on May 21 2013. Five of the men of Yemeni origin were beheaded and 

‘crucified’ outside a university in Jizan, found guilty of forming an armed gang, 

armed robbery and the murder of a Saudi Arabian man. A sixth man, of Saudi 

Arabian origin was executed in Abha for murder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Syrian rebels near Mena airport 

(www.guardian.co.uk) Photograph: 

Zuma/Corbis 
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